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Kathleen Ramsay

From: Jennifer Murray

Sent: Thursday, November 14, 2019 10:24 AM

To: Ross Conrad

Cc: Richard Hopkins; Laura Asermily; Kathleen Ramsay; Middlebury Energy Committee; 

Angela Cobrin Landis; Barbara Saunders; Chris Robbins new; David Wetmore; Lucy 

Schumer; Sam Ostrow; Sarah Peluso; Todd Desabrais

Subject: RE: Solar Project Comments (please share with SB)

Nice- thanks Ross! 
 
From: middlebury-energy-committee@googlegroups.com [mailto:middlebury-energy-committee@googlegroups.com] 
On Behalf Of Ross Conrad 
Sent: Thursday, November 14, 2019 7:52 AM 
To: Jennifer Murray <JMurray@TownOfMiddlebury.org> 
Cc: Richard Hopkins <odds46@gmail.com>; Laura Asermily <lasermily@yahoo.com>; Kathleen Ramsay 
<KRamsay@TownOfMiddlebury.org>; Middlebury Energy Committee <middlebury-energy-
committee@googlegroups.com>; Angela Cobrin Landis <angela.cobrin.landis@gmail.com>; Barbara Saunders 
<barbarasaunders@hotmail.com>; Chris Robbins new <a.c.robbins73@gmail.com>; David Wetmore 
<DWetmore@TownOfMiddlebury.org>; Lucy Schumer <leschumer@gmail.com>; Sam Ostrow 
<sam@vermontintegratedarchitecture.com>; Sarah Peluso <sarahpeluso@me.com>; Todd Desabrais 
<tdkdesabrais@yahoo.com> 
Subject: Solar Project Comments (please share with SB) 
 
FYI - last night the Addison County Regional Planning Commission approve the Leicester enhanced energy 
plan. The town of Leicester is now the first community in Addison County to have successfully completed the 
process to enact an enhanced energy plan. Their energy plan is not an addendum to their Town Plan like how 
some other towns have done, but is part of their Town Plan. It can be viewed 
here https://www.leicestervt.org/vertical/sites/%7BD3BA284D-6645-4F39-A903-
6550C16F2FE9%7D/uploads/Leicester_Town_Plan_Adopted_12-18-17.pdf   
 
Ross 
 
On Tuesday, November 12, 2019, Jennifer Murray <JMurray@townofmiddlebury.org> wrote: 

Hi all, 

Even if we did have a solar suitability map that went parcel-by-parcel, it seems unlikely that it would resolve this issue 
because the issue is more fine grained than an energy plan would address.  It’s extremely unlikely that a map would 
prohibit the college from using any of their south street holdings for solar.  Even if you had a list of “preferred” sites 
and this one wasn’t on it… they would still have looked at this one.  The location is particularly valuable from a GMP 
perspective because the battery storage can help Porter Hospital in case of an outage…they want to be near that 
user.  Also- the conversation of where solar should or should not be allowed is much more difficult than it seems.  It 
would be nearly impossible for the community to come to consensus on a map like that, and given our current climate 
crisis I would not look forward to leading a conversation limiting any possibilities for solar siting.  Some participants in 
our sustainability focus group (held for the DT master plan) expressed support for the South Street site, with one 
participant expressing that we are in a plight that requires us to use land for solar at any cost.   
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In 2015, the Planning Commission created a solar task force composed of Amy Sheldon, RJ Adler and Steve Terry with 
the charge of deciding preferred areas for solar.  Instead of a map, they came back with consensus principles (see Town 
Plan), which were endorsed by the Selectboard and provide a basis for working with solar developers directly.  That 
course of action has been effective over the past few years.   

  

RE the comment that the PC is reluctant to commit its and its staff’s time-  The Planning Commission supports an 
enhanced energy plan but as we’ve said in the past, they want to see one of the Addison County pilot towns complete 
their plan so we can look at it and understand what is required/included.  The current game plan is that Richard will use 
this time to compile some background data for the effort so we can undertake one in the next couple years.  I am yet to 
hear of any successes using enhanced energy plans in the PSB review process, and note that we’ve made gains working 
with the developers prior to PSB app submission...  I’d be interested to know if anyone knows of an example of a town 
that has used its enhanced energy plan to qualify for substantial deference before the PSB?  We are told in theory it 
should work that way but I’d love to speak with someone who has been through the process to see if it was appreciably 
different than entering the process the standard way (which is more than ad hoc…).   

  

Thanks, 

Jen 

  

From: middlebury-energy-committee@googlegroups.com [mailto:middlebury-energy-committee@googlegroups.com] 
On Behalf Of Richard Hopkins 
Sent: Tuesday, November 12, 2019 9:20 AM 
To: Laura Asermily <lasermily@yahoo.com> 
Cc: Kathleen Ramsay <KRamsay@TownOfMiddlebury.org>; Middlebury Energy Committee <middlebury-energy-
committee@googlegroups.com> 
Subject: Re: Solar Project Comments (please share with SB) 

  

This is the kind of controversial siting decision that would be addressed in an enhanced Town Energy 
Plan.  Such a plan would designate sites that are suitable for solar and wind energy projects. . When a project 
like this one comes up for state review, its consistency or lack of consistency with such a plan would be given 
more weight in deliberations than an ad hoc position taken by a Town Selectboard. So far the Town's Planning 
Commission has been reluctant to commit its and its staff's time to developing an enhanced plan -- we have of 
course seen these last few days the downtown planning project which is their top priority now.  
 
Richard Hopkins 

hopkinsrs@comcast.net 

  

850-544-7614 cell 
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Sent from my iPad 

 
On Nov 12, 2019, at 9:05 AM, 'Laura Asermily' via Middlebury Energy Committee <middlebury-energy-
committee@googlegroups.com> wrote: 

Hi Kathleen--I am sharing a few comments that have been sent to me to share with 
rest of Selectboard for tonight's meeting on the Midd College solar project. Emily 
Josselson just sent out a reminder to people she knows about coming tonight. Is there 
a way we can find out if Encore hopes to sell out of state RECs with part of this 
project? That could explain its huge scale. Laura 

  

email thread between me and Theresa Gleason 

  

Theresa: Hi Laura,  I can't make the select board meeting where you will be talking 
about the solar farm on South Street Extension. Just wanted to weigh in—I love 
walking out there; it’s peaceful and beautiful! Is there some reason the college can’t 
choose a spot that doesn’t disrupt this? I am glad the college is working on all this 
solar, but it sounds like they might have some other spots that are more appropriate for 
that many solar panels. Thanks! 

Theresa Gleason. 21 Painter Hills Rd 

  

Laura: We're not sure that they do. Ledge or other visibility issues can be an issue. It 
will cost them more to develop on land they don't own. All a hard trade off... 

  

Laura: Hi Theresa--Did you send your message to any other selectboard members? I 
will do that but don't want to duplicate your effort. I will ask what the limits are to rooftop 
solar. I know that some college buildings like Hillcrest have it but it could have to do 
with a limit on how the electric accounts are set up. MNFC didn't put solar on their roof 
because th amount of electric they needed wasn't able to be accommodated by the 
size roof they had so they went off its at Misty Knolls. You can only have one solar 
array per electric account. That is the limit.  

  

Theresa:Thanks Laura! I would love to have you forward to the rest of select board. I 
didn’t want to type in every name! 

  

email thread between me and Jeanne Van Order 
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Jeanne: Hello Laura, We are writing to you out of concern for the South 
Street  Extension solar farm that Middlebury College is proposing. We are people who 
walk and bike out on South Street Extension on a daily basis. 

Also,  we are not against solar arrays,  we just think that this pristine area should not 
be the place to locate this effort. 

We are not able to make any of the public meetings due to out of state  family health 
issues,  but would like to be on record as hoping that the college finds a better area to 
develop their solar energy source. 

Thank You So Much, Jeannie and Marsdin Van Order 13 South Street Middlebury 

  

Laura: Thanks for reaching out, Jeanne. Have you sent this to other SB members or 
just me? We're not sure that they do have better sites but are asking. Ledge or other 
visibility issues can be an issue. It will cost them more to develop on land they don't 
own. All a hard trade off… 

 

Jeanne: Just to you, as you are the only one I know personally.   I’m down in NJ now 
dealing with a family health crisis.   But did want to support the effort to get this solar 
power development to a less beautiful area.   

  

  

  

  

  

--  
You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups "Middlebury 
Energy Committee" group. 
To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email to middlebury-
energy-committee+unsubscribe@googlegroups.com. 
To view this discussion on the web visit https://groups.google.com/d/msgid/middlebury-energy-
committee/1688604495.2804415.1573567545034%40mail.yahoo.com. 

--  
You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups "Middlebury Energy Committee" 
group. 
To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email to middlebury-energy-
committee+unsubscribe@googlegroups.com. 
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To view this discussion on the web visit https://groups.google.com/d/msgid/middlebury-energy-
committee/A1F1EC48-B857-4EFD-8094-E82C3EEBD3CB%40gmail.com. 

--  
You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups "Middlebury Energy Committee" 
group. 
To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email to middlebury-energy-
committee+unsubscribe@googlegroups.com. 
To view this discussion on the web visit https://groups.google.com/d/msgid/middlebury-energy-
committee/3EC5C422B8A3F940A16D129AC7F10D0A28C35A%40TOWN-SBS2011.midd-vt.local. 

 
 
--  
Bees be with you, 
Ross Conrad  
Dancing Bee Gardens 
PO Box 443 
Middlebury, VT 05753 
802-349-4279 (cell) 
www.dancingbeegardens.com 

“The point is that the relative freedom which we enjoy depends on public opinion. The law is no protection. 
Governments make laws, but whether they are carried out, and how the police behave, depends on the general 
temper in the country. If large numbers of people are interested in freedom of speech, there will be freedom of 
speech, even if the law forbids it; if public opinion is sluggish, inconvenient minorities will be persecuted, even 
if laws exist to protect them.” - George Orwell: ‘Freedom of the Park’ - First published: Tribune. — GB, London. — December 
7, 1945.  
 
"We don’t have to engage in grand, heroic actions to participate in the process of change. Small acts, 
when multiplied by millions of people, can transform the world." – Howard Zinn  
  
Any and all communications herein are the sole property of the email sender and originator. Any electronic 
intercept of this communication constitutes a violation of 50 U.S.C. § 1861(b)(2) of The Patriot Act. The use 
of this information in informal or formal proceedings, charges, investigations or indictments is strictly 
prohibited and rendered null and void if obtained without a warrant. 

THIS MEANS YOU--NSA!  
 
--  
You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups "Middlebury Energy Committee" 
group. 
To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email to middlebury-energy-
committee+unsubscribe@googlegroups.com. 
To view this discussion on the web visit https://groups.google.com/d/msgid/middlebury-energy-
committee/CAFjt1seau9RkJBZvZ6oyi5VvG2JEjuurJARAK2ag4t_Yp4Qkuw%40mail.gmail.com. 


